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THE UNIVERSITY
A

/ISCONSIN

Good morning Senator Leibham and members of the Senate Transportation and
Information Infrastructure Committee. My name is Cindy Van Matre and T am the
trademark licensing director for the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Our office
approves and protects uses of registered university marks and logos. [ am pleased to have
the opportunity to testify today in support of Senate Bill 454, which would increase the
donation fee for University of Wisconsin license plates.

For the past two years, I have worked with Dennis Barr in the special plates division of
the Department of Transportation on the design of the UW-Madison special plate. I
believe the university plates were first issued in 1990. UW-Madison’s original plate
design had a Bucky Badger logo placed on top of a white W on a red oval background. It
was very busy and hard to distinguish. In 2002, our office initiated a change in the UW-
Madison license plate design, and in February 2003, a new design with the crest W logo
was Introduced.

While researching the new design change, 1 noticed that the annual tax deductible
donation for the university plates was $20, but that special plates for Endangered
‘Resources, Ducks Unlimited and the Green Bay Packers had an annual donation fee of
$25. Since the university fee is remitted to the Financial Aid Office on each UW System
campus for scholarship assistance, I asked at that time if UW-Madison could increase its
fee t0 $25. ‘Mr. Barr told me that a fee increase would require legislative approval and -

we decided not to purse the increase at that time.

Last summer, I was contacted by Mr. Barr telling me that the DOT had decided to change
the design, or rebase, all of the university plates. The rebased plates will be introduced
later this summer, Since this will be the first major change in all of the university plates
in 14-some years, now scems to be the appropriate time to request a fee increase from
$20 to 525 for university plates.

UW-Madison supports this bill for a couple of reasons. First, there has been no fee
increase for the university plates in 14 years. The $5 increase will bring the price of
university plates in line with other specialty plates that have been more recently
introduced. More importantly, UW-Madison supports this bill because it will increase
dollars available for scholarships. Approximately 5,500 UW-Madison special plates are
currently issued and they bring in $110,000 annually for scholarship aid to our campus.
Based on these numbers, a $5 per plate increase would produce another $27,500 in
scholarship aid. That increase is enough to pay the semester tuition for 10 in-state
students.

Thank you for considering this request.
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